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If, in the pursuit of true happiness, the Germans had 
developed a great physical and mental superiority over 
their opponents, and were, therefore, fully able to drive 
them out, even if outnumbered two to one, all the Rus- 
sian government would have to do would be to call in its 
Cossack horsemen who police the vast areas of the Rus- 
sian empire. Two hundred thousand of them with or- 
dinary spears could capture any province ,from any 
country ; for no other nation on earth has such an array 
of able horsemen. 

Now, the Russians, doubting whether they were being 
fairly governed by a foreign hand, might be sincere in 
their' belief that they should rule the province in ques- 
tion, and the Germans might be equally sincere in con- 
sidering it a catastrophe to the territory, as well as to 
Germany and the world at large, should the Russians 
win. The Germans would feel that they might have 
saved the world from this catastrophe with the loss of 
fewer lives had they been able to use their knowledge of 
military science and employ all the forces that go to 
make a highly organized nation as a means to repel the 
Russians. 

But the use of science and such forces as have grown 
out of the development of such nations, when applied 
to national defense against foreign aggression, results 
in the creation of a modern army and all its accessories, 
and in modern military tactics. It must be clear, then, 
that the mere reduction of armaments will not solve the 



great problem of war, nor will reduced armaments in 
combination with alliances and ententes, nor will abso- 
lute disarmament do so. An international tribunal and 
an international police force are the only institutions 
that suggest relief in this regard; but in the formation 
of these institutions and of the laws governing their 
conduct greater wisdom will be required than any na- 
tional or world congress has yet displayed. 

This would make a dismal picture for civilization and 
its dream of universal peace if, as a result of the present 
war, all people were not seriously bent on discovering 
a way to such a peace. Now, at last, private interests, 
which always have done much to emphasize the spiritual 
faults of humanity, must give way to the public good. 
It is even comprehendable that they will do it willingly. 
Their own self-interest would seem to demand their 
standing aside, so fearful and general is the destruction 
being wrought to them as well as to the general public 
through the terrible conflict now raging in Europe. 

Instead of condemning any particular contestant in 
this war, our sympathies should go out to each and all 
of them; they are bleeding for humanity — for us — and 
we, in turn, should speed our wisdom, that it may over- 
come and crush out the evils arising out of these faults 
and which are leading us toward bloody conflicts. 
Thereby shall we enable ourselves to turn the whole 
world aside from future war plagues. 



OUR CENTURY OF ORGANIZED PEACE EFFORTS 

By ABTHUB DEERIN CALL 



IT is a lugubrious fact that this year, 1915, marked 
by the most devastating of all wars, is the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of the organized peace 
movement. 

In the significant year of 1815 Sir Humphry Davy, the 
English inventor, perfected his saftey lamp for use in 
mines. Other great personages were then on the scenes : 
Adams, Jackson, Madison, Jefferson, in America ; Keats, 
Shelley, Scott, Byron, Coleridge, Lamb, in England; 
Madame de Stael, Chateaubriand, Cuvier, in Bourbon, 
France; the Schlegels, Richter, Weber, promoting the 
ideas of the newer nationalism in awakening Germany, 
where Kant had died but eleven j'ears before and where 
the great Goethe was doing his best work. It was in 
the year 1815 that Otto von Bismarck was born, and 
that just one month to a day after the return of Na- 
poleon from Elba. 

This remarkable year 1815 will be remembered in 
history for reasons other than the useless battle of New 
Orleans in January or the woeful waste of Waterloo in 
June. Indeed, the world was then sick and tired of 
war. Our own Revolution, the French Revolution, the 
scourge of Napoleon, the War of 1812, had written in 
blood their lessons of might and misery. We had in 
1815 the beginning of the Holy Alliance between Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, out of which developed our Mon- 
roe Doctrine. The same year witnessed the ratification 
of the Treaty of Ghent, which closed the War of 1812 
and ushered in a perpetual peace between the two great 
Anglo-Saxon nations. 



It was the year of the "Congress of Vienna," the diet 
that united Belgium and Holland into the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands under William the First, that joined 
Norway and Sweden, that established the German Con- 
federation, that granted autonomy to the Swiss Repub- 
lic, abolished trade in African slaves, neutralized Eu- 
rope's international rivers, brought peace to her for a 
generation, and laid the foundations of European states- 
manship for half a century. It was the Congress of 
Vienna that established the principles of international 
diplomacy as they are practiced unto this day ; that gave 
birth, indeed, to modern Europe. 

Napoleon's second abdication took place on the 22d 
of June, and he was finally banished to St. Helena 
August 8, 1815, while Benjamin Lundy was beginning 
the first anti-slavery society in America. But most im- 
portant of all, a citizen of New York City established 
the first anti-war society in the history of the world, and 
that in the month of August of that year. 

This first of the peace societies, the New York Peace 
Society, was the outgrowth of the consecrated effort of 
the distinguished merchant and financier, David Low 
Dodge. It was at his home that the society began, 
August 16. Peace societies multiplied rapidly there- 
after, over fifty being organized in the United States 
within the next decade. On the 8th of May, 1828, the 
American Peace Society, an outgrowth of the New York 
Society, merged many of the other then existing societies 
and began its work under the leadership of William 
Ladd, in the city of New York. 
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The labors of the American Peace Society have been 
often summarized. Its founder, William Ladd, set forth 
in his masterful essay, entitled "A Congress of Nations," 
every essential principle worked out in the Hague Con- 
ferences of 1899 and 1907, and that in the year 1840. 
It is highly satisfying that this remarkable document is 
about to be reprinted for the public by the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. 

The utterances of other great men come down through 
the history of the American Peace Society: Channing 
and Emerson among the divines; Charles Sumner and 
William Jay among the jurists ; Elihu Burritt, James B. 
Miles, and Benjamin F. Trueblood among the publicists. 
It was by great men that the first international peace 
congress was initiated in the office of the American 
Peace Society, when its headquarters were at Boston, 
and held in London during the latter days of June, 
1843. The influence of great men in the American 
Peace Society upon the international peace congresses 
at Brussels, 1848 ; Paris, 1849 ; Frankfort, 1850 ; Lon- 
don, 1851, and Edinburgh, 1853, has been recorded in 
all of the accounts of these significant events. 

In 1853 many men of high international repute felt 
the peace movement to be an important factor in inter- 
national politics. There were those who thought that 
great international wars were no longer possible; that 
the efforts in behalf of peace were at last about to suc- 
ceed. The first World's Fair, held at the Crystal Palace 
in London, 1851, was thought to foreshadow a future 
of international peace. Most of the leading men of the 
day joined the ranks of the pacifists — Hugo, Tennyson, 
Cobden, Bright, Longfellow. 

And then came the Crimean War, followed closely by 
the American Civil War, which in turn was followed 
closely by the Franco-Prussian War. 

Notwithstanding the devastation of the Civil War in 
the United States, 1861-1865, and the Franco-Prussian 
War just closed, the announcement of the Treaty of 
Washington, which paved the way for the settlement of 
the Alabama claims, was enough to enable the American 
Peace Society to hold great and memorable peace jubi- 
lee exercises throughout the United States in 1871. 

Wars do increase opposition to peace societies, but it 
is also true that they increase the number of followers 
of international pacifism. The Busso-Japanese War of 
1904-1905 not only did not interfere with, but seemed 



to promote the great American Peace Congress, held in 
New York City in 1907. Since that time American 
peace congresses have been held biennially. Even the 
present war is not to interfere with the Fifth American 
Peace Congress, to be held at San Francisco, October 10, 
11, 12, 13. 

It is true that in 1909 the American Peace Society, 
with a free field, had but seven branch societies. Mov- 
ing its headquarters to Washington in 1911, it has re- 
organized its forces, welcomed many other co-ordinate 
organizations, and established within itself thirty-four 
constituent branch societies, most of which are State 
organizations. The increase in the number of branch 
societies in the last five years reaches about 340 per cent. 
In the same period its membership has increased over 
600 per cent. The budget of the expenses "of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society and its branches reaches nearly 
$100,000 a year, and, in spite of strong military propa- 
ganda incident to the world war, the accretions to its 
membership has increased, while subscriptions to its 
monthly magazine, the Advocate op Peace, are grow- 
ing more rapidly than ever. 

It is eminently fitting that intelligent men and women 
should remember this important centenary. Historians 
must awaken to their duty and opportunity of doing 
justice to it. Conditions across the world should con- 
vince the most skeptical that the peace movement is no 
mere quixotic crusade against war as war, against even 
the blood letting, the carnage and the death, as it is an 
attempt on the part of rational beings to overcome the 
international wrongs and fears and hatreds, peculiar 
only to wholly irrational beings. 

Sir Humphry Davy constructed his safety lamp for 
the protection of miners in 1815. The thoughtful per- 
sons of 1915 are applying themselves as never before to 
the construction of an international safety lamp for the 
prevention of unreasonable and unreasoning wars. The 
times are very dark. The warnings and the philosophy 
of a century have not availed to avert a tremendous out- 
burst of diabolical fury. But the very fury has demon- 
strated beyond question the validity of the warnings and 
the philosophy of a century. This much is true and 
therefore hopeful. The time is coming when men can 
say again: 

"Out of the shadows of night 
The world rolls into light ; 
It is daybreak everywhere." 



INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONGRESS, SAN FRANCISCO, 

OCTOBER 10 TO 13, 1915 



Leaders from many nations will be present at the In- 
ternational Peace Congress which will be held 
under the auspices of the American Peace Society and 
the Church Peace Union, at San Francisco, October 10 
to 13. Assistance will be given by the League to En- 
force Peace, the American Peace Centenary Committee, 
American League for Limitation of Armaments, and the 
World's Insurance Congress. 

The purpose of the congress has been announced to be 
fourfold. First, to bring together recognized leaders in 
public affairs from all nations, including representa- 
tives from all religious, educational, peace, legal, com- 



mercial, labor, and socialistic organizations, in order to 
unite them into one great constructive organization to 
work for the abolition of war. Second, to present a 
program which in its discussion and printed results 
shall make such compelling impact upon world thought 
as speedily to hasten the overthrow of militarism. 
Third, to discuss up-to-date, practical plans for effective 
international co-operation in the substitution of Chris- 
tian principles and just laws for the rules of force. 
Fourth, to consider the problem of adequate national 
protection. 
Among those who have been secured to speak are Dr. 



